[Role of formal education in the training of researchers: post-graduate education, masters, doctorates, and other standards].
The social function of Ph.D. graduates in the portuguese universities and scientific institutions is analyzed. Portuguese Ph.D degrees are compared with those obtained in British and American universities. American Graduate Schools are briefly described. It is proposed that, in Portugal, the Ph.D studies should start much earlier, than what is usual in portuguese universities. The impact on Portuguese universities of the very large number of Ph.D graduates produced as result of the Science I Program, is discussed. It is proposed that MSc programs should consist, almost exclusively, of professional refresher courses. The implications of formal graduate programs for Portuguese universities are discussed.